Divine Service, Setting Three
The Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost
13 September 2020
PRE-SERVICE MUSIC
RINGING OF THE BELLS
CALL TO WORSHIP
OPENING HYMN: ♫“FROM ALL THAT DWELL BELOW THE SKIES”
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From all that dwell below the skies
Let the Creator’s praise arise;
Alleluia, alleluia!
Let the Redeemer’s name be sung
Through ev’ry land by ev’ry tongue.
Alleluia, alleluia!
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
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Eternal are Thy mercies, Lord;
Eternal truth attends Thy Word.
Alleluia, alleluia!
Thy praise shall sound from shore to shore
Till suns shall rise and set no more.
Alleluia, alleluia!
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
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All praise to God the Father be,
All praise, eternal Son, to Thee.
Alleluia, alleluia!
Whom with the Spirit we adore
Forever and forevermore:
Alleluia, alleluia!
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

Text: Public domain

Stand
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our Father,
beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.
P Our help is in the name of the Lord,
C who made heaven and earth.
P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.
1

P Almighty God, our maker and redeemer, we poor sinners confess unto You that we are by nature sinful
and unclean and that we have sinned against You by thought, word, and deed. Wherefore we flee for
refuge to Your infinite mercy, seeking and imploring Your grace for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ.
C O most merciful God, who has given Your only-begotten Son to die for us, have mercy upon us and
for His sake grant us remission of all our sins; and by Your Holy Spirit increase in us true
knowledge of You and of Your will and true obedience to Your Word, to the end that by Your
grace we may come to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.
P Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon us and has given His only Son to die for us and
for His sake forgives us all our sins. To those who believe on His name He gives power to become the
children of God and has promised them His Holy Spirit. He that believes and is baptized shall be saved.
Grant this, Lord, unto us all.
C Amen.
INTROIT

PSALM 143:1–2

Deliver me from my enemies, O LORD! I have fled to you for refuge! Hear my prayer, O LORD; give ear to my
pleas for mercy! In your faithfulness answer me, in your righteousness! Enter not into judgment with your
servant, for no one living is righteous before you.
GLORIA PATRI
C♫Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, and
ever shall be, world without end. Amen.
KYRIE
C♫Lord, have mercy upon us. Christ, have mercy upon us. Lord, have mercy upon us.
GLORIA IN EXCELSIS
C♫Glory be to God on high and on earth peace, goodwill toward men. We praise Thee, we bless Thee,
we worship Thee, we glorify Thee, we give thanks to Thee, for Thy great glory. O Lord God,
heav’nly King, God the Father Almighty. O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ; O Lord God,
Lamb of God, Son of the Father, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. Thou
that takest away the sin of the world, receive our prayer. Thou that sittest at the right hand of God
the Father, have mercy upon us. For Thou only art holy; Thou only art the Lord. Thou only, O
Christ, with the Holy Ghost, art most high in the glory of God the Father. Amen.
SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY
P The Lord be with you.
C♫And with thy spirit.
P Let us pray.
O God, our refuge and strength, the author of all godliness, hear the devout prayers of Your Church,
especially in times of persecution, and grant that what we ask in faith we may obtain; through Jesus
Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C♫Amen.
Sit
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OLD TESTAMENT READING

GENESIS 50:15–21

When Joseph’s brothers saw that their father was dead, they said, “It may be that Joseph will hate us and
pay us back for all the evil that we did to him.” So they sent a message to Joseph, saying, “Your father gave
this command before he died, ‘Say to Joseph, Please forgive the transgression of your brothers and their sin,
because they did evil to you.’ And now, please forgive the transgression of the servants of the God of your
father.” Joseph wept when they spoke to him. His brothers also came and fell down before him and said,
“Behold, we are your servants.” But Joseph said to them, “Do not fear, for am I in the place of God? As for
you, you meant evil against me, but God meant it for good, to bring it about that many people should be
kept alive, as they are today. So do not fear; I will provide for you and your little ones.” Thus he comforted
them and spoke kindly to them.
P This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
GRADUAL
Fear the LORD, you his saints, for those who fear him lack nothing! Many are the afflictions of the righteous,
but the LORD delivers him out of them all.
EPISTLE

ROMANS 14:1–12

As for the one who is weak in faith, welcome him, but not to quarrel over opinions. One person believes he
may eat anything, while the weak person eats only vegetables. Let not the one who eats despise the one who
abstains, and let not the one who abstains pass judgment on the one who eats, for God has welcomed him.
Who are you to pass judgment on the servant of another? It is before his own master that he stands or falls.
And he will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make him stand.
One person esteems one day as better than another, while another esteems all days alike. Each one should
be fully convinced in his own mind. The one who observes the day, observes it in honor of the Lord. The one
who eats, eats in honor of the Lord, since he gives thanks to God, while the one who abstains, abstains in
honor of the Lord and gives thanks to God. For none of us lives to himself, and none of us dies to himself. If
we live, we live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord. So then, whether we live or whether we die, we
are the Lord’s. For to this end Christ died and lived again, that he might be Lord both of the dead and of the
living.
Why do you pass judgment on your brother? Or you, why do you despise your brother? For we will all
stand before the judgment seat of God; for it is written, “As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me,
and every tongue shall confess to God.” So then each of us will give an account of himself to God.
P This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
Stand
ALLELUIA
C♫Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia.
HOLY GOSPEL

MATTHEW 18:21–35

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the eighteenth chapter.
C♫Glory be to Thee, O Lord.
Peter came up and said to [Jesus], “Lord, how often will my brother sin against me, and I forgive him? As
many as seven times?” Jesus said to him, “I do not say to you seven times, but seventy times seven.
3

“Therefore the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle accounts with his
servants. When he began to settle, one was brought to him who owed him ten thousand talents. And since
he could not pay, his master ordered him to be sold, with his wife and children and all that he had, and
payment to be made. So the servant fell on his knees, imploring him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay
you everything.’ And out of pity for him, the master of that servant released him and forgave him the debt.
But when that same servant went out, he found one of his fellow servants who owed him a hundred denarii,
and seizing him, he began to choke him, saying, ‘Pay what you owe.’ So his fellow servant fell down and
pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you.’ He refused and went and put him in prison
until he should pay the debt. When his fellow servants saw what had taken place, they were greatly
distressed, and they went and reported to their master all that had taken place. Then his master summoned
him and said to him, ‘You wicked servant! I forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me. And
should not you have had mercy on your fellow servant, as I had mercy on you?’ And in anger his master
delivered him to the jailers, until he should pay all his debt. So also my heavenly Father will do to every one
of you, if you do not forgive your brother from your heart.”
P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C♫Praise be to Thee, O Christ.
APOSTLES’ CREED
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the
virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into
hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right
hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of
sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life T everlasting. Amen.
CATECHETICAL VERSE
The Sixth Petition
C And lead us not into temptation.
What does this mean?
C God tempts no one. We pray in this petition that God would guard and keep us so that the devil,
the world, and our sinful nature may not deceive us or mislead us into false belief, despair, and
other great shame and vice. Although we are attacked by these things, we pray that we may finally
overcome them and win the victory.
Sit
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SERMON HYMN: ♫“FORGIVE OUR SINS AS WE FORGIVE”
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Text: © Oxford University Press. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005097
Tune: Public domain

SERMON: “WHAT’S SO IMPORTANT?”

ROMANS 14:1-12

BY PASTOR JOHN SCHMIDT
Stand
P The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.
C Amen.
OFFERTORY
C♫Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. Cast me not away from Thy
presence, and take not Thy Holy Spirit from me. Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation, and
uphold me with Thy free spirit. Amen.
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
Sit
HYMN: ♫“LET ALL MORTAL FLESH KEEP SILENCE”
1
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Let all mortal flesh keep silence
And with fear and trembling stand;
Ponder nothing earthly-minded,
For with blessing in His hand
Christ our God to earth descending
Comes our homage to demand.
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King of kings yet born of Mary,
As of old on earth He stood,
Lord of lords in human vesture,
In the body and the blood,
He will give to all the faithful
His own self for heav’nly food.

3

Rank on rank the host of heaven
Spreads its vanguard on the way
As the Light of Light, descending
From the realms of endless day,
Comes the pow’rs of hell to vanquish
As the darkness clears away.
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At His feet the six-winged seraph,
Cherubim with sleepless eye,
Veil their faces to the presence
As with ceaseless voice they cry:
“Alleluia, alleluia!
Alleluia, Lord Most High!”

Text: Public domain

Stand
P Collect
C♫Amen
BENEDICTION
P The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. The
Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace.
C♫Amen, amen, amen.
CLOSING HYMN: ♫“NOW THANK WE ALL OUR GOD”
1

Now thank we all our God
With hearts and hands and voices,
Who wondrous things has done,
In whom His world rejoices;
Who from our mothers’ arms
Has blest us on our way
With countless gifts of love
And still is ours today.
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Oh, may this bounteous God
Through all our life be near us,
With ever joyful hearts
And blessèd peace to cheer us
And keep us in His grace
And guide us when perplexed
And free us from all ills
In this world and the next!
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All praise and thanks to God
The Father now be given,
The Son, and Him who reigns
With them in highest heaven,
The one eternal God,
Whom earth and heav’n adore;
For thus it was, is now,
And shall be evermore.

Text: Public domain

SILENT PRAYER
ANNOUNCEMENTS
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