Divine Service, Setting Three
The Second Sunday in Advent
th
150 Anniversary of the Stone Church
5 December 2021
PRE-SERVICE MUSIC
RINGING OF THE BELLS
CALL TO WORSHIP
P Maintain the strength of your church, which you built among us.
C Because it is your work. Amen
P Let us pray.
We thank you, God, Holy Father, that you have given us your Holy Gospel and have poured your grace over
us for the building of this church. We ask your all encompassing mercy. We ask you want to preserve such
blessed light of your Word gracefully among us. Guide our hearts through your Holy Ghost, that we will
not depart from it but firmly stand by it and will be saved through it, Jesus Christ, your Son, our Father.
C Amen
(Translated by Margot Hendricks)

OPENING HYMN: ♫“HARK THE GLAD SOUND”
1

Hark the glad sound! The Savior comes,
The Savior promised long;
Let ev’ry heart prepare a throne
And ev’ry voice a song.

2

He comes the pris’ners to release,
In Satan’s bondage held.
The gates of brass before Him burst,
The iron fetters yield.

3

He comes the broken heart to bind,
The bleeding soul to cure,
And with the treasures of His grace
To enrich the humble poor.

4

Our glad hosannas, Prince of Peace,
Thy welcome shall proclaim,
And heav’n’s eternal arches ring
With Thy belovèd name.
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Text: Public domain

Stand

1

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our Father,
beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.
P Our help is in the name of the Lord,
C who made heaven and earth.
P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.
P O almighty God, merciful Father,
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I have ever
offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry
for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of
the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious
and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.
P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the Word,
announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ
I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
INTROIT

PSALM 81:8, 10–11, 13

The voice of one crying in the wilderness: “Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.” Hear, O my
people, while I admonish you! O Israel, if you would but listen to me! I am the LORD your God, who brought
you up out of the land of Egypt. Open your mouth wide, and I will fill it. But my people did not listen to my
voice; Israel would not submit to me. Oh, that my people would listen to me, that Israel would walk in my
ways!
GLORIA PATRI
C♫Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, and
ever shall be, world without end. Amen.
KYRIE
C♫Lord, have mercy upon us. Christ, have mercy upon us. Lord, have mercy upon us.
SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY
P The Lord be with you.
C♫And with thy spirit.
P Let us pray.
Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to make ready the way of Your only-begotten Son, that by His coming we may
be enabled to serve You with pure minds; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C♫Amen.
Sit
2

OLD TESTAMENT READING

MALACHI 3:1–7B

“Behold, I send my messenger and he will prepare the way before me. And the Lord whom you seek will
suddenly come to his temple; and the messenger of the covenant in whom you delight, behold, he is coming,
says the LORD of hosts. But who can endure the day of his coming, and who can stand when he appears? For
he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap. He will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, and he will purify the
sons of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, and they will bring offerings in righteousness to the LORD.
Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the LORD as in the days of old and as in former
years.
“Then I will draw near to you for judgment. I will be a swift witness against the sorcerers, against the
adulterers, against those who swear falsely, against those who oppress the hired worker in his wages, the
widow and the fatherless, against those who thrust aside the sojourner, and do not fear me, says the LORD of
hosts.
“For I the LORD do not change; therefore you, O children of Jacob, are not consumed. From the days of your
fathers you have turned aside from my statutes and have not kept them.”
P This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
ADULT CHOIR ANTHEM: ♫“FAITH OF OUR FATHERS
EPISTLE

PHILIPPIANS 1:2–11

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
I thank my God in all my remembrance of you, always in every prayer of mine for you all making my prayer
with joy, because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now. And I am sure of this, that he
who began a good work in you will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ. It is right for me to feel
this way about you all, because I hold you in my heart, for you are all partakers with me of grace, both in my
imprisonment and in the defense and confirmation of the gospel. For God is my witness, how I yearn for you
all with the affection of Christ Jesus. And it is my prayer that your love may abound more and more, with
knowledge and all discernment, so that you may approve what is excellent, and so be pure and blameless for
the day of Christ, filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ, to the glory and praise
of God.
P This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
Stand
ALLELUIA
C♫Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia.
HOLY GOSPEL

LUKE 3:1–20

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the third chapter.
C♫Glory be to Thee, O Lord.
In the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar, Pontius Pilate being governor of Judea, and Herod
being tetrarch of Galilee, and his brother Philip tetrarch of the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias
tetrarch of Abilene, during the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John the
son of Zechariah in the wilderness. And he went into all the region around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism
of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. As it is written in the book of the words of Isaiah the prophet, “The
voice of one crying in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight. Every valley shall
3

be filled, and every mountain and hill shall be made low, and the crooked shall become straight, and the
rough places shall become level ways, and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.’”
He said therefore to the crowds that came out to be baptized by him, “You brood of vipers! Who warned
you to flee from the wrath to come? Bear fruits in keeping with repentance. And do not begin to say to
yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father.’ For I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children
for Abraham. Even now the axe is laid to the root of the trees. Every tree therefore that does not bear good
fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.”
And the crowds asked him, “What then shall we do?” And he answered them, “Whoever has two tunics is to
share with him who has none, and whoever has food is to do likewise.” Tax collectors also came to be
baptized and said to him, “Teacher, what shall we do?” And he said to them, “Collect no more than you are
authorized to do.” Soldiers also asked him, “And we, what shall we do?” And he said to them, “Do not extort
money from anyone by threats or by false accusation, and be content with your wages.”
As the people were in expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts concerning John, whether he
might be the Christ, John answered them all, saying, “I baptize you with water, but he who is mightier than I is
coming, the strap of whose sandals I am not worthy to untie. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with
fire. His winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his barn, but
the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.”
So with many other exhortations he preached good news to the people. But Herod the tetrarch, who had
been reproved by him for Herodias, his brother’s wife, and for all the evil things that Herod had done, added
this to them all, that he locked up John in prison.
P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C♫Praise be to Thee, O Christ.
NICENE CREED
C I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all things visible and
invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father before all
worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one
substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men and for our salvation
came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made
man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the third
day He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand
of the Father. And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose
kingdom will have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the
Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the
prophets.
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the
remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life T of the world to come.
Amen.
CATECHETICAL VERSE
The Sixth Commandment
C You shall not commit adultery.
What does this mean?
C We should fear and love God so that we lead a sexually pure and decent life in what we say and do,
and husband and wife love and honor each other.
4

Sit
SERMON HYMN: ♫“ON JORDAN’S BANK THE BAPTIST’S CRY”
1

On Jordan’s bank the Baptist’s cry
Announces that the Lord is nigh;
Awake and hearken, for he brings
Glad tidings of the King of kings!

2

Then cleansed be ev’ry life from sin;
Make straight the way for God within,
And let us all our hearts prepare
For Christ to come and enter there.

3

We hail Thee as our Savior, Lord,
Our refuge and our great reward;
Without Thy grace we waste away
Like flow’rs that wither and decay.

4

Lay on the sick Thy healing hand
And make the fallen strong to stand;
Show us the glory of Thy face
Till beauty springs in ev’ry place.

D5
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All praise, eternal Son, to Thee
Whose advent sets Thy people free,
Whom with the Father we adore
And Holy Spirit evermore.

Text: Public domain

SERMON: “THE DAY IS COMING”

MALACHI 3:1-7B

By Pastor John Schmidt
Stand
P The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.
C Amen.
OFFERTORY
C♫Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. Cast me not away from Thy
presence, and take not Thy Holy Spirit from me. Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation, and
uphold me with Thy free spirit. Amen.
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

5

PREFACE
P The Lord be with you.
C♫And with thy spirit.
P Lift up your hearts.
C♫We lift them up unto the Lord.
P Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God.
C♫It is meet and right so to do.
P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy
Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, whose way John the Baptist
prepared, proclaiming Him the promised Messiah, the very Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the
world, and calling sinners to repentance that they might escape from the wrath to be revealed when He
comes again in glory. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud
and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:
SANCTUS
C♫Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth; heav’n and earth are full of Thy glory. Hosanna, hosanna,
hosanna in the highest. Blessed is He, blessed is He, blessed is He that cometh in the name of the
Lord. Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.
LORD’S PRAYER
P Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it
is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
C♫For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
THE WORDS OF OUR LORD
PAX DOMINI
P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C♫Amen.
AGNUS DEI
C♫O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. O Christ,
Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. O Christ, Thou
Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, grant us Thy peace. Amen.
Sit
DISTRIBUTION
DISTRIBUTION HYMN: ♫“THE ADVENT OF OUR KING”
1

The advent of our King
Our prayers must now employ,
And we must hymns of welcome sing
In strains of holy joy.
6
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2

The everlasting Son
Incarnate deigns to be,
Himself a servant’s form puts on
To set His servants free.

3

O Zion’s daughter, rise
To meet your lowly King,
Nor let your faithless heart despise
The peace He comes to bring.

4

As judge, on clouds of light,
He soon will come again
And His true members all unite
With Him in heav’n to reign.

5

Before the dawning day
Let sin’s dark deeds be gone,
The sinful self be put away,
The new self now put on.

D6

All glory to the Son,
Who comes to set us free,
With Father, Spirit, ever one
Through all eternity.

Text: Public domain

DISTRIBUTION HYMN:
♫“FROM ALL THAT DWELL BELOW THE SKIES”
1

From all that dwell below the skies
Let the Creator’s praise arise;
Alleluia, alleluia!
Let the Redeemer’s name be sung
Through ev’ry land by ev’ry tongue.
Alleluia, alleluia!
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

2

Eternal are Thy mercies, Lord;
Eternal truth attends Thy Word.
Alleluia, alleluia!
Thy praise shall sound from shore to shore
Till suns shall rise and set no more.
Alleluia, alleluia!
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

LSB 816

7

D3

All praise to God the Father be,
All praise, eternal Son, to Thee.
Alleluia, alleluia!
Whom with the Spirit we adore
Forever and forevermore:
Alleluia, alleluia!
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

Text: Public domain

DISTRIBUTION HYMN: ♫“LO, HOW A ROSE E’ER BLOOMING”
1

Lo, how a rose e’er blooming
From tender stem hath sprung!
Of Jesse’s lineage coming
As prophets long have sung,
It came, a flow’ret bright,
Amid the cold of winter,
When half-spent was the night.

2

Isaiah ’twas foretold it,
The rose I have in mind;
With Mary we behold it,
The virgin mother kind.
To show God’s love aright,
She bore to us a Savior,
When half-spent was the night.

3

This flow’r, whose fragrance tender
With sweetness fills the air,
Dispels with glorious splendor
The darkness ev’rywhere.
True man, yet very God,
From sin and death He saves us
And lightens ev’ry load.

4

O Savior, child of Mary,
Who felt our human woe;
O Savior, King of glory,
Who dost our weakness know:
Bring us at length we pray
To the bright courts of heaven,
And to the endless day.

Text: Public domain

Stand

8

LSB 359

NUNC DIMITTIS
C♫Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace according to Thy word, for mine eyes have seen
Thy salvation, which Thou hast prepared before the face of all people, a light to lighten the
Gentiles and the glory of Thy people Israel. Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy
Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.
THANKSGIVING
P O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good,
C♫and His mercy endureth forever.
P Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we
implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in
fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C♫Amen.
SALUTATION AND BENEDICAMUS
P The Lord be with you.
C♫And with thy spirit.
P Bless we the Lord.
C♫Thanks be to God.
P Your word is the light at our feet
C And a light on our path.
P Let us pray.
All powerful, eternal God, you have proclaimed to us forgiveness of sin, justice and eternal life through
your Son. We ask that you offer mercy to us and our descendants. We ask that your word will be
proclaimed pure and loud in your church. Guide and stir up our hearts through your Holy Ghost, so that
we may live godly; and your children live according to your word, until we finally join you in your
heavenly kingdom, Jesus Christ, your Son, our Father.
C Amen
(Translated by Margot Hendricks)

BENEDICTION
P The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. The
Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace.
C♫Amen, amen, amen.
CLOSING HYMN: ♫“ON WHAT HAS NOW BEEN SOWN”
1

On what has now been sown
Thy blessing, Lord, bestow;
The pow’r is Thine alone
To make it sprout and grow.
Do Thou in grace the harvest raise,
And Thou alone shalt have the praise!

9
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2

To Thee our wants are known,
From Thee are all our pow’rs;
Accept what is Thine own
And pardon what is ours.
Our praises, Lord, and prayers receive,
And to Thy Word a blessing give.

3

O grant that each of us,
Now met before Thee here,
May meet together thus
When Thou and Thine appear
And follow Thee to heav’n, our home.
E’en so, amen, Lord Jesus, come!

Text: Public domain

SILENT PRAYER
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