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Jesus, The Seed of Jesse’s Tree
Advent means “coming.” As the largest of tees begin with a seed, so it is with God’s promise to save the
world from sin and death. Salvation is coming. After the fall, God promised that the fruit of Adam and Eve
would one day be wounded, yet He would crush the head of sin and death. From that seed of a promise
sprouted numerous signposts of the Coming One: the promise to Abraham and Sarah, the crossing of the Red
Sea, the prophets declaring that out of the stump of Jesse would sprout a Savior. The seed of salvation,
promised long ago, was born into the world in Jesus, His first advent. And now, during this Advent season, we
await with joyful hope His second advent. Jesus, the Seed, has been planted in a tomb and sprouted forth to
new life, filling us with hope as we wait, watch, and prepare for Jesus’ second advent.
PRE-SERVICE MUSIC
RINGING OF THE BELLS
CALL TO WORSHIP
OPENING HYMN: ♫“WHAT HOPE! AN EDEN PROPHESIED”
1

What hope! An Eden prophesied
Where tame live with the wild;
The lamb and lion side by side,
Led by a little child!

2

A shoot will sprout from Jesse’s stem,
A branch from David’s line,
A Prince of Peace in Bethlehem:
The fruit of God’s design.

3

As banner of God’s love unfurled,
Christ came to suffer loss,
That by His death a dying world
Would rally to the cross.

4

Come, Jesus, come, Messiah Lord,
Lost Paradise restore;
Lead past the angel’s flaming sword—
Come, open heaven’s door.

Text: © 1998 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005097

Stand
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
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P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our Father,
beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.
P Our help is in the name of the Lord,
C who made heaven and earth.
P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.
P O almighty God, merciful Father,
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I have ever
offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry
for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of
the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious
and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.
P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the Word,
announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ
I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
INTROIT

PSALM 25:1–3

Behold, your king is coming to you; righteous and having salvation. To you, O LORD, I lift up my soul. O my
God, in you I trust; let me not be put to shame; let not my enemies exult over me. Indeed, none who wait for
you shall be put to shame; they shall be ashamed who are wantonly treacherous.
GLORIA PATRI
C♫Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, and
ever shall be, world without end. Amen.
KYRIE
C♫Lord, have mercy upon us. Christ, have mercy upon us. Lord, have mercy upon us.
SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY
P The Lord be with you.
C♫And with thy spirit.
P Let us pray.
Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come, that by Your protection we may be rescued from the threatening
perils of our sins and saved by Your mighty deliverance; for You live and reign with the Father and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C♫Amen.
Sit
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OLD TESTAMENT READING

GENESIS 1:27; 3:8–15

So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created
them.
And they heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and the man and
his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God among the trees of the garden. But the LORD God
called to the man and said to him, “Where are you?” And he said, “I heard the sound of you in the garden,
and I was afraid, because I was naked, and I hid myself.” He said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have
you eaten of the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?” The man said, “The woman whom you gave to
be with me, she gave me fruit of the tree, and I ate.” Then the LORD God said to the woman, “What is this that
you have done?” The woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and I ate.”
The LORD God said to the serpent, “Because you have done this, cursed are you above all livestock and
above all beasts of the field; on your belly you shall go, and dust you shall eat all the days of your life. I will
put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and her offspring; he shall bruise your
head, and you shall bruise his heel.”
P This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
GRADUAL
Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion. Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem. Behold, your king is coming to
you; righteous and having salvation. Blessèd is he who comes in the name of the Lord. From the house of
the Lord we bless you.

EPISTLE

ROMANS 5:12–21

Therefore, just as sin came into the world through one man, and death through sin, and so death spread to
all men because all sinned—for sin indeed was in the world before the law was given, but sin is not counted
where there is no law. Yet death reigned from Adam to Moses, even over those whose sinning was not like
the transgression of Adam, who was a type of the one who was to come.
But the free gift is not like the trespass. For if many died through one man’s trespass, much more have the
grace of God and the free gift by the grace of that one man Jesus Christ abounded for many. And the free
gift is not like the result of that one man’s sin. For the judgment following one trespass brought
condemnation, but the free gift following many trespasses brought justification. If, because of one man’s
trespass, death reigned through that one man, much more will those who receive the abundance of grace
and the free gift of righteousness reign in life through the one man Jesus Christ.
Therefore, as one trespass led to condemnation for all men, so one act of righteousness leads to
justification and life for all men. For as by the one man’s disobedience the many were made sinners, so by the
one man’s obedience the many will be made righteous. Now the law came in to increase the trespass, but
where sin increased, grace abounded all the more, so that, as sin reigned in death, grace also might reign
through righteousness leading to eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.
P This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
Stand
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NICENE CREED
C I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all things visible and
invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father before all
worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one
substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men and for our salvation
came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made
man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the third
day He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand
of the Father. And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose
kingdom will have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the
Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the
prophets.
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the
remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life T of the world to come.
Amen.
Sit
SERMON HYMN:
♫“THE KING SHALL COME WHEN MORNING DAWNS”
1

The King shall come when morning dawns
And light triumphant breaks,
When beauty gilds the eastern hills
And life to joy awakes.

2

Not as of old a little child,
To bear and fight and die,
But crowned with glory like the sun
That lights the morning sky.

3

Oh, brighter than the rising morn
When Christ, victorious, rose
And left the lonesome place of death
Despite the rage of foes.

4

Oh, brighter than that glorious morn
Shall dawn upon our race
The day when Christ in splendor comes
And we shall see His face.

5

The King shall come when morning dawns
And light and beauty brings.
Hail, Christ the Lord! Your people pray:
Come quickly, King of kings!

Text: Public domain
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SERMON: “JESSE’S TREE”
By Pastor David Mumm
Stand

P The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.
C Amen.
OFFERTORY
C♫Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. Cast me not away from Thy
presence, and take not Thy Holy Spirit from me. Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation, and
uphold me with Thy free spirit. Amen.
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
PREFACE
P The Lord be with you.
C♫And with thy spirit.
P Lift up your hearts.
C♫We lift them up unto the Lord.
P Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God.
C♫It is meet and right so to do.
P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy
Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, whose way John the Baptist
prepared, proclaiming Him the promised Messiah, the very Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the
world, and calling sinners to repentance that they might escape from the wrath to be revealed when He
comes again in glory. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud
and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:
SANCTUS
C♫Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth; heav’n and earth are full of Thy glory. Hosanna, hosanna,
hosanna in the highest. Blessed is He, blessed is He, blessed is He that cometh in the name of the
Lord. Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.
LORD’S PRAYER
P Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it
is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
C♫For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
THE WORDS OF OUR LORD
PAX DOMINI
P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C♫Amen.

6

AGNUS DEI
C♫O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. O Christ,
Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. O Christ, Thou
Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, grant us Thy peace. Amen.
DISTRIBUTION REMINDER
NUNC DIMITTIS
C♫Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace according to Thy word, for mine eyes have seen
Thy salvation, which Thou hast prepared before the face of all people, a light to lighten the
Gentiles and the glory of Thy people Israel. Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy
Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.
THANKSGIVING
P O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good,
C♫and His mercy endureth forever.
P Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we
implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in
fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C♫Amen.
SALUTATION AND BENEDICAMUS
P The Lord be with you.
C♫And with thy spirit.
P Bless we the Lord.
C♫Thanks be to God.
BENEDICTION
P The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. The
Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace.
C♫Amen, amen, amen.
SILENT PRAYER
ANNOUNCEMENTS

DISTRIBUTION HYMN: ♫“LET THE EARTH NOW PRAISE THE LORD”
1

Let the earth now praise the Lord,
Who has truly kept His word
And at last to us did send
Christ, the sinner’s help and friend.
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2

What the fathers most desired,
What the prophets’ heart inspired,
What they longed for many_a year,
Stands fulfilled in glory here.

3

Abram’s promised great reward,
Zion’s helper, Jacob’s Lord—
Him of twofold race behold—
Truly came, as long foretold.

4

As Your coming was in peace,
Quiet, full of gentleness,
Let the same mind dwell in me
Which is Yours eternally.

5

Bruise for me the serpent’s head
That, set free from doubt and dread,
I may cling to You in faith,
Safely kept through life and death.

6

Then when You will come again
As the glorious king to reign,
I with joy will see Your face,
Freely ransomed by Your grace.

Text: Public domain
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